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VOMARC has the Opportunity 
to Purchase a DMR Repeater 


—By Dave KD6FIL 


VOMARC has been given the opportunity to 
purchase a DMR repeater that was owned by 
Joel, NN6J (SK), and is currently setup in Sonoma 
for $2300. At the Christmas Party on December 
14, we would like to take a vote on whether 
VOMARC should use part of the club treasury, 
currently at $4,921.43, to purchase the repeater. 


Digital mobile radio (DMR) is an open digital 
mobile radio standard defined in the European 
Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) 
Standard TS 102 361 parts 1-44! and used in 
commercial products around the world. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital mobile ra 
dio ). If you want more information on the 
NorCal DMR network you can check out 
http://norcal-brandmeister.org/. Local DMR 
repeaters are in Sonoma, Santa Rosa, Petaluma, 
Bodega Bay, Sea Ranch, Hopland, and Novato. 


There are a number of affordable radios 
available for purchase on the internet. Here are 
a couple of low-cost DMR radio options: 


Connect Systems CS580 $130 
http://connectsystems.com/products/top/radios 
%20CS580.htm 

TYT MD380 UHF $130 


December 2016 


http://universal- 


radio.com/catalog/ht/0380.html 


If purchased new, the repeater would cost 
approximately $3,450. The repeater is a 
Motorola SLR 5700. 
(http://www.motorolasolutions.com/content/da 


m/msi/docs/products/repeaters/slr-5000- 
repeater/MOTOTRBO SLR 5000 Series Repeat 
er Data Sheet.pdf ) 


The price of the repeater alone is $2,300, the 
Decibel Products duplexer sells for $900, the 
Diamond X6000 antenna sells for $190, and the 
pre-made low-loss coax assembly is about $60, 
for a total new price of $3,450. Thus, the $2,300 
total asking price is about two-thirds of the new 
price and it is already setup and running. If after 
a year, things are not working for the club, we 
can sell the repeater. 


The repeater is currently operating as W6PE on 
440.0125MH#z with an offset of +5.0MHz in 
downtown Sonoma. It can stay at its current 
location for now and could be relocated to a 
higher location in the future that could provide 
better coverage. | (Continued on Page 2.) 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, December 14, 2016, 6:00pm 
Christmas Party 
Mary’s Pizza Shack, Boyes Springs 


DMR Repeater (continued from Page 1) 


This is an excellent opportunity for the Club to 
become involved in some of the latest 
technology in amateur radio and bring new 
people in that would be interested in digital 
technology in our hobby. DMR provides a system 
whereby local and worldwide communications 
are possible from a handheld radio. DMR allows 
the Tech Class licensee to find a way to enjoy 
local and emergency communications PLUS 
worldwide communications. DMR is a good way 
for VOMARC to serve the community of Sonoma, 
Sonoma County and the World from a small 
handheld "Ham Station" 


Jeff, KD6RC has offered to help setup and 
maintain the repeater and Stan, NJ6E, has 
obtained permission to allow the repeater to 
remain installed at his office in Sonoma for now. 


Please let me know if you have any questions 
about the repeater or DMR. | don’t know a lot 
about DMR, but there are people in the club 
who do. 
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Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Frank Wiebusch KG6N — President 

Scott Wellington KJ6QIQ —Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 


Jim Hill, K6 UUW — Elmer Coordinator, Training Officer, 
President Emeritus 


Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after benefits 
of membership in VOMARC.”—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 


Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2016 ACS 2016 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY KEN N6KN JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST GILL KJ6EIG AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE DECEMBER 14, 2016, 6PM, CHRISTMAS PARTY, 
MARY’S PIZZA SHACK, BOYES SPRINGS 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2017 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 


City: State: ZIP: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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